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The Greek word used in the New Testament for baptism is 
"baptizein" meaning "to immerse". The word baptism has 
been widely used in the Christian language, so today it is 
no longer possible to separate the terms baptism and 
Christianity. However, it is historically proven that this 
ritual has pagan origins, many other peoples using this 
process as a physical and spiritual purification, beyond the 
idea of "Christianity“. 

Baptism is a ritual that - in Christianity – from the period 
of the New Testament and in almost all Christian 
denominations - represents a visible entry into the 
Christian community. Within the Catholic Church, the 
Orthodox Church and the Old Eastern Churches, baptism is 
one of the seven mysteries (sacraments).   





The first baptism, which is mentioned in the New 
Testament, is John’s baptism. For this reason, he also 
received the title "the Baptiser". John's baptism took place 
in the Jordan River and involved a confession of sins and 
an internal repentance aimed at the forgiveness of sins. 

The ritual of baptism is the passage of change from the 
"old man", sinner, to the "new man" who follows Christ. 
Baptism represents first death, through the symbolism of 
Jesus Christ's crucifixion and then rebirth through His 
resurrection. As the death and resurrection of Jesus took 
place only once, similarly baptism takes place only once to 
save the child or the individual who takes part in this ritual. 



The Baptism of John 



The Romanian parents have the tradition of baptising their 
baby in the first year of his/her life. It is a tradition that has 
been kept for generations. 

In Bukovina, when the day became night, the midwife put a 
"light" in the child's room, considering that the Fates were 
pleased when they found this light and wished the child all 
the best for the future. Thus, placing a red thread in the 
doorpost and then attaching it to the child's hand has the 
effect of removing the evil eye. Then, putting a silver coin and 
basil in the baby's first bath will purify the water in which the 
bath is taken. 
It is customary for baptism godparents to be chosen either 
from the family members or to be inherited. According to 
tradition, wedding godparents must baptise the first child, 
while the second one will be baptised by them only if they 
want.   



The Romanians from Transylvania believed that it was a bad 
sign if a child did not cry at baptism. After the ceremony, the 
godfather carried the candle to the baby's house. One piece 
was broken and it was shown to the child when she/he was 
ill. 

In Muntenia, bread was placed in the baby's bath by the 
midwife, so that the baby would grow like the bread in the 
oven. 

In Oltenia, the midwife's tradition connected to the baby’s 
baptism is very popular. She takes the child to church and 
says "I bring a pagan and I will have a Christian" and 
returning home she says "I took a pagan and I brought a 
Christian“.  







After birth, in folk tradition, each child 
receives his/her destiny from the Fates. They 
are magical beings, sisters of the fairies that 
nobody has seen and few heard. One thing is 
certain - what they forecast will always 
happen. In Moldavia, some people say there 
are three of them, others mention seven, nine 
or twelve; in Transylvania, there would be 
three, seven, nine or eleven Fates or Fairies.   





After being removed from the font and anointed, the child’s 
godparents receive the new Christian in a white cloth called 
“crisma”. Then they offer clothes to the godchild as gifts. 

 A very interesting custom was to change the name of the child 
when he/she was ill and seemed to have no escape: women 
used to stop an unknown person on the road and gave the 
child to him/her through the window with a candle. The 
foreign person changed the child’s name and returned the baby 
to the mother at the door. After that, the child was called with 
the changed name not to be recognised by the disease. 

In Transylvania, when the midwife went to baptism, she put 
salt, bread and money in the baby's swaddling band, so that 
the child would be lucky and wealthy. She said: "I'm bringing a 
pagan to have a Christian." 



In the first part of the baptism ceremony, the little one is 
cleansed of the evil spirits who are chased away by a series 
of prayers in the porch of the church. 

 The second part of the baptism, the proper religious 
ceremony, is held together with the Holy Unction and 
includes prayers, immersing the child in water, anointing the 
child with the Holy Myrrh, washing and cutting the baby’s 
hair symbolically, etc. After the baptism ceremony is 
completed, the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist is offered. 

It is ideal for the baby to be baptised with a saint’s name 
that will protect the child and whom he/she will celebrate 
each year on his/her name day. 



 







 
 
A Romanian baptism celebration has a menu 
of four dishes plus dessert. In Moldavia, 
borsch was among the most popular dishes 
from this table as well as stuffed cabbage rolls 
and pork aspic. Guests drink wine and 
“rachiu”, for the health of the child, the 
parents, the godparents or the midwife. 
 
 
   
  





 

Guests could bring gifts. Among these presents 
there were eggs, cheese, flour or wheat. At the 
party, people could eat soup, Moldavian stuffed 
cabbage rolls, steak, pies and during the fast 
days guests were offered special dishes such as 
borsch, possibly with fish, dumplings, pies with 
cabbage or sauerkraut, according to Marcel 
Lutic. 

 









Decorations with natural or paper flowers; 

Invitations and envelopes with a personalised theme; 

 

Personalised baptism candles, with a bouquet of natural or 
paper flowers.    

 

Personalised baptism favours; 

A personalised garland with the baby’s name;    

A personalised setting of a Candy Bar; 

Personalised baptism decorations – for the font, with a 
bouquet of natural or paper flowers; 











After the child’s baptism, the godparents’ celebration follows, 
or, as it was called in Transylvania, "the feast". The name of this 
meeting shows that this party was offered especially in their 
honour. In the archaic tradition, not just the Romanian one, any 
major event in human life was celebrated by organising a big 
meal. 

This party usually took place on the same day of the baptism. 
The custom was to invite only those who had their own house, 
meaning married couples, according to the ethnographer 
Marcel Lutic from the Ethnographic Museum of Moldavia. No 
one would come if they were not invited. However, all the 
people from the village could attend the baptism ceremony and 
especially the children could come. 





You have to embrace different types of music to 
please everyone. You can choose a band or a DJ. 
There should be captivating games for the 
children who are invited so that the party could 
be a success. 
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